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Jolly Good Soda Can 

What would a Southeastern Wisconsinite grab on a hot summer day in the 1970s and 

80s?  Jolly Good soda of course! Unlike what is printed on the bottom of each can of Jolly Good, 

this is not a punchline.  

This cola flavored can of Jolly Good soda features patriotic colors and bright packaging. 

The colorful cans differentiated Jolly Good from its competitors as did the added enjoyment of a 

printed joke on the bottom of every can. This local brand was celebrated as the cornerstone of 

almost every cookout, family reunion, and get together in Southeastern Wisconsin from 1970 

through the 1990s.  

Originally created in 1913 as a vegetable canning company, Krier Foods in Random 

Lake, Wisconsin, began to package cans of soda on a contract basis in the 1960s. In 1970, they 

launched their own soda line called Jolly Good. This soda was initially created to give stability to 

the company by providing employment and revenue throughout the year. By the 1980s, Krier 

foods started focusing solely on soda production and in the 1990s there were almost 50 different 

flavors of Jolly Good to choose from. By then, Jolly Good was sold in Midwestern states such as 

Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, and, of course, all throughout Wisconsin.  

Jolly Good soda holds a nostalgic place in many Midwestern hearts. An overwhelming 

resurgence of interest in this local and unique part of Wisconsin History lead Krier Foods to start 

reproducing and selling eight of their most popular flavors in 2015, after almost a decade since 

production ended. The soft launch started in only three locations, but has now expanded to over 5 

different grocery store chains, various gas stations in Sheboygan and Ozaukee county as well as 



online on the Jolly Good website. As of October 2018, 138,000 12 pack cases of Jolly good have 

been sold. Now this nostalgic soft drink can be enjoyed by today’s youth as well as parents and 

grandparents of Southeastern Wisconsin.  

 

Related Story #1 

Krier Foods: Shaping Wisconsin’s Canning Industry 

 The canning industry of Wisconsin has been an ever-evolving business since the early 

1900s. J.B. Krier, born in Belgium, Wisconsin, organized his own canning company called The 

Krier Preserving Company in 1913. Originally, the plant was built to can beets, peas, sauerkraut, 

corn and beans. In 1931, soups, juices, spinach, carrots and spaghetti were added to the 

production line. This small, family owned company grew as more production was needed for 

expanding distribution. A second branch of the company was built in Random Lake in 1935, 

where it still remains today.  
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